The effect of season on reproduction in dairy cattle.
A survey was carried out in North West Tasmania to compare the breeding performance of 2,068 cows in 27 dairy herds--15 herds calving in spring and 12 in autumn. The percentage of cows submitted to artificial insemination for the first time in the first 24 days of the mating period was 87% for the spring calving group and 75% for the autumn calving group. Figures for non-return-to-service rate over the subsequent 21 days were 72% and 55%, respectively. The difference in breeding performance associated with time of calving was not attributable to age, calving to mating interval or on cow condition or daily milk fat yield at 3 weeks (+/- 1 week) after the start of mating.